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acily and wages for which the seaman
had been engaiged. The master ifilled up
the dates, and the amount the man was to
receive. The articles and the money were
handed in and the nun was asked if they
Nvere correct, and that being so the owner
the seaman and the shipping mnaster
signed. Then the shipping master gave
the man his discharge on a form. The
owner gave no liscl, mae, butl simply wrote
the man off the shipping articles.

The MINISTER FORl WORKS: As the
information he had given had been sup-
plied him and hie did not desire to make
a mistake, lie asked leave to withdraw the
amendment, and if it were found neces-
5,ItW it could be inserted in another place.
He thought provisionl for a discharge must
be made in the Bill.

Mr. M.NALE; The only reason lie had
drawn attention to the point was that it
should be put straight.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.
Clause put and passed.

C'lause 91-Construction of provisions
in fifth schedule:

The INISTER FOR WORKS moved
anl amendment-

That the words in line 3 this See-
lion" be qf rack wat and the words
"Section Li1 (except a~s in lthis Act
otherwrise prorided") be inserted in
lbea.

This was simply to correct a mistake.

Amendment Passsedl [ he clause as, am-
ended agreed to.

Bill again reported with further amend-
mnents.

h1onse adJourned at 11.2 pmm.
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12. 2, Industrial Conciliation and Arbi-
tration Act, 1902-Return showing the
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RILL-PROPOTLONAL IIEPRE-
SENTATION.

[ntroduced by Hon. J. E. Dodd (Hon-
orary Minister) and read a first time.

BILL-GAME.
Read a third time and transmitted to

the Legislative Assembly.

BILL-PREVENTION OF ('RrELTY
TO ANIMALS.

Report,. after recommittal. adopted.

BILLrTRAIWA S PURCHASE.
i11 (Cm iltee.

Honi. WA. Iinginmill in the Chair, the
Colonial Secretary in charge of the Bill.

(Clauses 1, 2-agreed to.
Clause l- Rat ilicat in of purch~ase:
The COLONIAL. SECRETARY moved

an amendment-
That the following lie added to the
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effect.,,
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This amendment was suggested by the
legal advisers to the Agent General. It
was necessary to go further than ratify:
it was necessary to s'ay that Parliament
must not only ratify but carry the agree-
Mlent into effect.

Ron. H. P. COLEBATCH moved-
That progress be reported..

Hon. members had scarcely had an op-
portunity to rend the report of the
select committee.

Tire CHAIRMAN: The lion, member
mullst not speak Onl the motion.

The Colonial Secretary: I would like
to hear- some explanation.

The CHAIRAkN: This motion must
be moved and put without debate.

Motion by leave withdrawn.
Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: The re-

port submitted by the select committee
had only just reached the hands of mem-
bers and probably many members had not
had an oppor-tuntity to read it. The re-
port and the evidence taken by the coin-
mittee were likely to be of great interest.
One would be voting absolutely blindly
either for or against the amendmnent
moved without opportunity for reading
the report of the select committee. It
seemed no use a committee of the House
spending two or three weeks in taking
evidence unless the work done by it -was
to be fully understood by the members of
the House. He was not in a position to
agree to or differ from the amendment.

The ('OLO-NIAL, SECRETARY: If
the lion, member discovered later on that
there were strong objections to this amu-
enduient the Bill could be recommitted. It
was simaply nit1 amendment suggested by
the legal advisers of the Agent General
in London.

Hon. M. L. MIOSS moved-
T'iat progress be reported.

Motion passed.
Progrness reported.

ASSE'NT TO BILLS.
Mlessages received nutifying assent to

the following Bills:
I. Supply. :E593.846.
2. White Phosphorus 'Matches Prohibi-

BILL - FREMANTLE-KALGOOBLIE
(MERREMiN-COOLGARDIE SEC-
TION) RAILWAY.

Second Reading.

1)ebate resumed from the previous day.

Uon.]%M. L~. MOSS (West) : I rise with
thie object of joining- issne with those hon.
memberts who have suggested that there
should be any delay in the construction of
this work. It has been stated that the
promise mnade byv Sir Walter Jame-., when
Premier, atid w'hichl contained an under-
taking- on the part of this State that if
the work of construceting the Transconti-
nental railway were put in hand. within
five years.' Western Australia Wold comt-
plete its portion from Fremantle to Rat-
goorie-it has been held that this is no
longer- binding- upon the State. It may
not be legally binding, but there has never
henany doubt expressed on any public
platform, or in Parliament, that Western
Australia would do its duty in respect to
that promise, aud treat it as a binding
obligation onl the peolple of the State to
complete the work from Fremantle to
Kalgoorlie. It is a serious thing and
greatly to be deplored that when the Con-
stitutions were granted to the old Austra-
lian colonies, no proviso was made pro-
viding for a uniform gauge of railways
in the several colonies. I observed in a
Press telegram in the West Australian to-
day that to convert the lines in Queens-
land alone from the SfE. Gin, to a 4ft. 8 2
in. gauge would represent a cost of 27
millions of money. The cost of convert-
ing thie railways throuighout Australia
would really be a stupendous item. But
it is absolutely necessary that a beginning
should be made to get these gauges uni-
form,. particularly with regard to the line
from Frenmantle to Adelaide. It has been
stated by Lord Kitchiener in his report
flint the break Of gauge thlr0U ihout Arts-
tralia is a very' serious obstacle to the pro-
per defence of the continent. No doubt
the 'Trans-Australian railway will be a
large and important factor in the ptroper
defence of Australia.

Hon. Sir E. H. Witrenoom: In what
way?
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Hon. M. L. MOSS: I will leave it to
the lion, member to form his own conclu-
sions when I say it is a factor in the pro-
per defence of Australia, I commend to
the lion, member a perusal of Lord Kit-
chener's rport,1 and further, if that does
not satisfy him, that hie should take uip
Admir al Henderson's repor t. Between
the two lie will certainly discover how im-
portant a part this line is to play in the
defence of Australia. This is a very pecu-
liar Bill! because we are asked to give
authority for the construction of a line
from Merredin to (Joolgardie. It is the
tail portion of the whole. The line which
is to start from Fremantle will join this
pieee, whielh Parliament is now asked to
autlhorise. at Merreclm. From my point
of view it is very unsatisfactory that we
do noi know ioi-e to-day as to the start-
ing- point iot this railway and the route it
w ill take from Fremantle to this point at
Mlerredin. whence it will be constructed
'on to IKalgoorlie. It has been suggested
repeatedly that it should be parallel to
and quite close alongside the present :3ft.
Oin, line. The expense in connection with
the construction of the line from Fre-
mantle to Kalgoorlie on a 4ft. Sl/2in.
gauge is very large and has been variously
estimated at fromt two millions to three
millions. I think it will be a great shamie
if that expenditure is undertaken for the
purpose of constructing, a line parallel to
and close alongside the present line. There
is a large tracet of country lying along
that line which should be opened uip by
the 4ft. Sl'oin, line. The new line ought
to be constructed with the double object
in view of making uniform the gunge and
serving this unsettled country.

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: Where?
Hon. 'M. L. MOSS: I do not profess

to qivte any opinion at all. This matter
should be viewed from two different stand-
points. In tht- first place the question is
for the eng-ineers, and in the second plate
it is for those persons who know what
the land is capable of doing.

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: Which land?
lion. 'M. L. MOSS: I do not profess

to know.
Hon. H. P. Colebatch: The country is

already served.

Hon. 21. U MOSS: The new line ought
to be utilised for the purpose of opening
oip new country. That is an object which
4honld be kept steadily in view.

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: And wake the
present line unprofitable?

Hon. M.L L. MOSS: It stands to reason
that if you construct two lines where one
has previously cardied the traffic, ob$i-
ously there xill be a loss on the one line.
While it is admittedly necessary to build
the second line, we should utilise that line
to open up new country. It has been
pointed out by other hon. memnbers that
the Olovernmeut have stated that the total
capiacity of the Public Works TDeparmnent
in connection with the construction of new
railways is 2'00 miles tier annum. That
brings one to the question as to whether it
is good policy that these new lines should
be constructed departmentally, or whether
the contract system should not be resorted
to in connection with themr. If the lines
already autborised, together with those
projiected, are to lie carried out within a
reasonable time, it is quite impossible that
day lahour can be exclnsively utilised with
profit to the country. I hope the Govern-
ment will take into consideration the ne-
cessity of having- some of these lines con-
Strneted oultside the department. If the
limit of the department is 200 mites per
anum it is not difficult to discover where
we are going to be landed if all these
works are to be carried ottt department-
ally. I strongly support the construction
of this line. I rose merely in order that
it should not be suggested later on that
I had associated mryself with any doubt-
ing remarks made by hon. members as to
the utility of this work, or the necessity
of the country standing to the promise
made by Sir Walter James. It is thor-
oughty well understood throughout the
country that this obligation should be
undertaken hy Parliament, and I have
much pleasure in suipporting the second
reading of the Bill.

Hon. A. SANIIERSON (Mletropolitanl-
Suburtban) : It is certainty very difficult to
understand what object could be gained
by attempting to delay the construction of
ths line. One would thinik that it is broad
views rather than broad gauges which are
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required at present in Australia. We have
had, not all attack, not a criticism, but a
mere asking for information, a request by
'%r. Colebatch for information. I can only
say I hope the hon. member will never ask
me for any information; because a more
severe castigation of administration in
connection with railway construction I
have rarely listened to. Air. Sonmmers said
that whether or not we had the in-formal-
tion he would vote against the construc-
tion of this line. I gathered that Mr.
Connolly held similar views, and this
afternoon we have been asked to adjourn
Ihe debate. What can be the reason for
that?9 Is it to go forward, not only to
Western Australia, hut to the Common-
wealth and the outside world, that the
Legislative Council of Western Australia
is blocking the construction of this line?

The Colonial Secretary: Repudiating its
previous promise.

Roll. A. SANDERSON: Oh, that is a
comparative detail. We cannot exp~ect
that the people of the Comamonwealth of
Australia, to say nothing of the people
outside the Commonwealth, will know
anything at all about any promise what-
ever made by this or any previous Gov-
ernment. Not 20 per cent, of the people
of this country know anything at all
about that promise made by Sir Walter
James.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: It is an Act of Par-
liamnent.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: But so far as
the people of the country are concerned, so
far as this big national question is con-
cerned, will anybody get up and say that
the people of this country, or outside,
know anythilng about the promise one way
or the other? All they know is that it
we refuse to put this thing through, or
if there is any serious attempt at delaying
it, it will be interpreted, rightly or
wrongly, as an attempt on the part of thle
Legislative Council of Western Australia
to block the construction of the national
railway.

Hon. J1. D. Connolly: Why' is not South
Australia buildingl her line?

Holl. A. SANDERSON: What has
been the atttnde of Western Australia to
that very State? Even we in this

House, who have special opportunities for
making ourselves acquainted with the de-
tails of Parliamentary affairs in the other
States, even we certainly would not pre-
tend to know all the details of what has
occurred in South Australia in regard to
the railway. All we know is that in this
country, during the last 10 years, we have
looked upon South Australia as taking up
anl unfriendly attitude, because they have
not assisted us in putting this thing
through. Surely wve have acquired broad
yiews in dealing with this question. An3
this criticism of the finances of the Gov-
erment seems to me to be entirely beside
the mark. In considering the main issueI
would throw upon the G:overnment of the
day tile whole of the responsibility of the
system chosen, whether day labour or call-
tract.

Hion. H. P. Colebatch: an the hope that
it will make it p~av?

lion. A. SANDERSON: 1 say if they
go on iii their present policy of finance,
alld of discrimination between contract
and dlay labour, it does not matter what
I hope or wish, I am quite certain it will
be a failure, has, indeed, already proved
itself a failure.

Hon. H. P. Colchatch: Thle people
through the country will suffer.

Hon. A. SAKDERSQN: But the people
of the country put the Government in
office.

Hion. R?. CG. Ardagh: And will keep them
there.

Hon. A. SANDER.SON: Tilat remains
to he seen. I think the Government are
assumning so many mandates that they
hardly knlow where they are. However, I
amn prepared to accept the position that
the people of this country, with their eyes
open-because no one could accuse the
Labour Government of attempting to htidle
their platform--the people of the country
by anl overwhelming majority' at the last
election put them in office. Therefore,
they must take the responsibility.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Then thre is no
use for the Legislative Council?

Hon. A. SANDERSON: There is a
very valuable use for the Legislative Coun-
cil. Let us take that question of finance.
I would not like to set up my opinion off-
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hand( against that of the hon. member, but
surely lie will agree that the control of
the finance which the council has, as comn-
pared with the power of the Assembly, is
comparatively limited. In deciding the
main point of the Hill I say throw the
responsibility onl the Government, both in
regard to the day labour system and in
regard to the finances. Withi regard to
agricultural railways, 1 entirely agree with
Mr. Colebatch that it is most discreditable
to the Government, and perhaps to pre-
vious Governments, to get these people
here tinder practically false pretences,
settle them onl the land antd to [eave themi
there. The solution I would offer of let-
hiug private enterprise come in is objected
to by Mr. Colebateli. He insists onl Gov-
erment railways munniing all over thle
place and no one will urge that agrvicul-
total railways pay.

Bon. H. P. Colebatch: Of course they
pay. Every one of them pays.

Bon. A. SANDERSON: I am aston-
ished to hear that. I would like to ask
the Commissioner of Railways' opinion on
that point, but I say it is most discredit-
able if they pay, because they cannot be
expected to if they give the proper facili-
lies to the people.

Holl. H. P. Colebateli: Then every State
would be without them.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: How will we
develop the State under the present con-
ditions ? I agree with Mr. Colebatch
about the discredit of getting people to
settle on the land under what may be
called false pretences. No doubt he 'has
had more opportunities of seeing concrete
cases, although I have seen something of
it, and no doubt hie feels keenly on it.
Not only in his speech on this Bill, but in
his sp~eeei on the Tramways Bill, he men-
tioned the advantage which would accrue
by spending half a million of money ont
agricultural railways. I admit that fact
too, and with regard to finances, there are
fewv men as qualified as 31r. Connolly to
give an opinion onl the position of affairs,
and I listened with interest to him onl that
point 'yesterday. Hut hie is not respon-
sible. and bow call anyone in this House,
or even in the other place, expect the Gov-
ernment to raise this,,mnoney which they

putt onl paper! I suppose it would take
five or six millions of money to carry out

hvr w~orks.

Hon. J. D. C'onnolly: It will take half
of that amount to carry out this.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: Yes, hut the
responsibility is onl the Government, and
the peopie put them iii power. To say,
we have not had information on this line
is incorrect. We have had ten or twelve
years to get all the information we wvant.
I am prepared to say 'ye have had stacks
of information, it can only be described
by that term; we have had reports, Par-
liamentary debates, and engineering re-
ports, and I hav'e found it almost impos-
sible to keep pace wvith the mass of in-
formation.

Honl. J. D. Connolly: I~t us have a
little of it.

Holl. A. SANDERSON: I do not pro-
p~ose to detain members with all these
details because it seems that in these big
affairs we must place the responsibility
somewhere, and know where we are plas-
lug it. Personally I would have placed
it in the hands of a company, and opened
up the whole of the country ten years
ago. We could have had a million acres
of land settled if we bad done that.

,Haln. C. A. Piesse; We tried that once.
Honl. A. SANDERSON: I would like

to say something with regard to the Great
Southern and Midland railways. I am
thinking more of the effect in the State
and in the Commonwealth, and of the
misinterpretation, if Mr. Colebatch and
j111,. Connoll1y prefer to put it that way,
which will he placed on the attitude of
the Council. It is the very Cting our
opponents wvant at this moment in an en-
deavotir to show that the Council are
arrow-mlinded and petti fogging and are
prepared to take any step) to block the
prIogress of the country. I ask the Mini-
ster to consider the finances of the coun-
try most carefully. For 'the construction
of this line we are going to import these
rails and for every million pounds worth
of rails landed at Fremantle we have to
par -£ 150.000 in cash to the Federal Gov-
erment before we can lift them. Is not
that so9
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The Colonial Secretary: I could not
say.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: In duty, you
mean.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: Yes. I do
not know whether it has anything to doa
with the construction of this line. ex -
cept that the purchase of these rails must
be intimately connected with the construc-
tion of every mile of this line. We can-
not possibly, under the existing finances
and the obligations we are undertaking
all over the country, get this money, or
I might say I do not think we have the
slightest chance of getting this money if
that will satisfy Mr. Colebatch. If we
expect to raise this two millions of
-money-

The Colonial Secretary: We will lake
that responsibility.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: Yes, and the
people will take the burden.

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: You wvant to
see the people ruined in order that demo-
cracy may be discredited.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I am cer-
tainly amazed to hear the hon. member
talk about democracy in connection with
the Labour party.

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: I am not talk-
ing about democracy in connection with
any party.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I thought the
hon. mnember meant the Labour party.

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: Not at all.
Hon. A. SANDERSON: Democracy is

the only thing politically I believe in.*
I would not he here otherwvise. I hope
the 'Ministry will seriously consider the
question of the finances of the country.
and the fact that £150,000 will have to
be paid to the Federal Government on
each million pounds worth of rails. I
suggest in the gentlest way I can that
negotiations be opened uip with the Fede-
ral Government to see if we can get the
money from them, or if they will con-
struct the line.

Hon. WT. Patrick: No hope of that;
none whatever.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: Then what
hope have we for Western Australia if
we block this Bill, and dto what Mr. Som-
mers asks us to dio. reject it. and what

Mr. Colebatch urges should be done if
certain information were not giveni.

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: Are not we
entitled to that information?

Hlon. A. SANI)EUSON: Certainly, and
I believe wve Could get it. Whether we
get it or not I wish to emiphasise the
point [lint it seemed to hue y esterda, 
when looking at the n1otice papter, that
the Bill would practically go through
without debate, a fter what h~ad oeUrre'
elsewhere.

Hon. H. P. (olebatch: Blind puippies.
Hon. A. SANDERSON: The hon. meal-

ber cannot use that term when we have
had [lie cquestion before the Common-
wal th for ten yearS, and have had the
opportunity Of finding out everything we
want. An interjection wvas macde by Sir
Edward Wittenoom regarding the de-
fence aspect. and it was a very' pertinent
interjection. We aill sulpport the Trans-
Australian railwayv, and even Mr. Som-
mers would if he could get someone else
to build it. I am looking at the position
of affairs as presented at the present
moment. Some people talk about getting
out of Federation now; that of course is
hopeless. We have had all thosqe negoti-
ations. -Mr. Moss is an authority on
the legal and moral rights, and 11r. Moss
jells us that if wre have no legal obliga-
tion, we certainly have a mooral obligation
to put this Hill through. T agree with
him. I am certainly puzzle(] at the pro-
posed adjournment of the dlebate: why
should the debate be adjourned nowv?

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Who sugge-sts it?
Hon. A. SANDERSON: -Mr. Moss sug-

grests it.
Hon. J. F. Cullen: No.
Hon. It. L. Aloss: T saidl because I

had moved the adjournment T had to
speak.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I beg the hon.
member's pardon, and withdraw. Al-
though there are many points which I
might touch upon. and T do not want to
weary the House.

Ho,,. H. P. Colehateh : Let us have
them.

Hon. A%. SANnERSON: I do not think
I will let members have them all to-dayv.
There will be other opportunitieq. I wish
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to make the main point plain that this
Bill should go through as quickly as pos-
sible, and that the Legislative Council
of Western Australia should not be
branded by the people of this State and
of the Commonwealth as a body of res-
ponsible men who are doing something
to block the construction of this grat
national wyork.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE (South-East) ; I
think the Government should be com-
mended in connection with this matter.
Those who have long wished to see this
Trans-Australian railway a reality are
pleased to be able to support at any rate
the first section which we will have to
build. There is no doubt that we have
pledged ourselves to construct that por-
tion betwveen Fremantle and Kalgoorlie.
It was thoroughly understood that we
were to construct that line, and I have
always felt disappointed when I found
members trying to repudiate the promise
we made in connection with this matter.
The time limit is neither here nor there.
The need for that promise being carried
out is more app)arent to-day than when we
made it, and, as Mr. Sanderson pointed
out, it would make us appear little-
minded if we publicly" express ed that
policy, and embodied it in an Act of
Parliament. I want to say with regard
to the route to be utilised in connection
with the transfer of material required
for the Trans-Australian railway that I
had forgotten until 'Mr. Hameruley
pointed out that another line is going
from Goinmalling to join at Mferredin,
and that the Wiekepin to 'Merredin line
which is now in course of construction
will be a great factor in connection with
the building of the Trans-Australian rail-
war. Therefore we will have three differ-
ent railways which can be put to use up
to that point, Merredin. and from that
point; it seems impossible for any Gov-
ernment, I do not care whether Labour
or Liberal, to take up the material re-
quired on the single line. In the circum-
stances I have pleasure in supporting
the Bill.

Hion. E. M~. CLARKE (South-West)
I have not very much to say with regard
to this Bill, but first of all I admit that:

the Government of Western Australia are
in duty bound or under an obligation to
construct this line. The vital question
which we have to consider at the present
time is first have we got all the informa-
tion that is necessary; 'Mr. Colebatch has
mentioned that wve have very little; Mr.
Sanderson has stated that there is any
amount, and we do not w~aiit any more. I
have a reason for askingl t his question.-
and4 my auathjority is tliat the Minister for
W'orks himself has stated that hie is look-
in,, for info rniation and that certain in-
formiation has not ome to hand. We
have it fromi his speechi in ainother place
that lie 'i msolf is looking- for information.
lie djoes riot know what route r le line wvillI
takhe from 3.errcdin to Fremniattle. That
is one of thle reasons win- we want furl-
I her i atornintion. L et it Ilw clearly under-
stood t hat when such a man a., Lord Ki t-
ehlelIeL says for defence purposes this line
is absolutely acemssory, I have not a word
to say against it. I fully believe it and
apart from that I am satisfid that we
shiall not realise the benefits from being
fedlerated with the other States until such
time :ls Western A ustralia is connected by
rail with the oilier States. There is one
great question whlich the Ministry have
t. o njmiier. In view of the pre.4ent finan-
cial position in Western Australia, and in
view of the fact that the people are crying
out for railway' s. I am not going to en-
dorse the statement that people are there
under false pretences. Of course there
will be malcontents, do what you will. At
the same time, the general policy of the
Government should be to open up the
land and get the people on it on the un-
derstanding that they, will construct rail-
ways to those p~laces eventually. They
say that they are doing that as fast as
they can. Does it not, howvever, seem
somewhat-I will not say foolish. but I
will ask whether it is a business proposi-
tion to admit that they are constructing
railways as fast as they can and at the
same time ask Parliament to immediately
authorise and take in hand another work
in the shape of this railway. Is it busi-
nesslike? I think it would bie advisable
for the Ministry at the present time to
wvithdraw this Bill ad introduce it later
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onl, when I for one would give it my sup-
port. I think it could easily be deferred
for a time. Thle M1inister for Home Af-
fairs (Mr. O'Malley) has said over and
over again that the Federal Government
were going to have the railway started
within a few" week. That has been the
cry all along, but that few wveeks' time
has not ar-rived, and that being so, if ire
can assure the Commonwealth that this
line will be begun and constructed by the
time they have their end of it completed,
no harmn will be done. In % iew of the fact
also that the goldfield,; are to a verly
great extent petering out, and in view oC
the fact that before long we shall be en-
tively dependent on the men onl the land-
our oilier industries are not very consider-
able--and as we are bound to admit that
the people are erring out for railway
connection in all agricultural district,,, I
think it would be welt for the Govern-_
merit to say "We will withhold this lNil
for a short time and construcf agr-icultural
railways within the State." I might say,
however, that it is not my intention to
vote azainst the Bill. I thiink this rail-
way must come. Australia wants it, and
whatever my indivdual opinion may he an
present, Australia is asking for it, hut I
think if the matter wvere put to the people
as against the proposal to build agricul-
tnral lines they would say "Let us have
tine agiculturaI lines which will build 'wl
the State, and later onl we will be in a
better position to stand thle burden which
the construction of this railway will be
hound to impose." I believe I am right
in saying that our indehtedness at the
present timie is somewhere in the neigh-
hoirrhood of £70 per head.

Hon. HT. P~. Colebatch:, It is £C72.
Hon. E.. 21%. CLARKE: I always leave

a4 little hit of margin, but before very loug
if we go on at this rate our indebtedness
will be in the vicinity of £C100 per head. T
do not know whether this will appeal to
anyone else, hut I do wish to say that
WNestern Australia at the present time is
suffering from want of meii who will
create wealth. I do not care what they
aire, whlether they he jarrah jerkers or
miners, there is a too meagre proportion
of people in Western Australia creating

wealth. My candid opinion is that there
arc too many storekeepers and too maunny
publicans and other men of that cl.I
say with all respect to the .jtrrah jerlwrs.
they are the mnen who are creating the
wealth. and we want more of them, and
the time is very near when I am abso-
lutely certain Western Australia's prtos-
perit)' will depend to a great extent on
the cultivation of the land, and even- pro-
ducer will then have a chance of comnpet-
ing aga'iust his neig-hbouirs. Therefore it
is, necessary first and foremost that we
should have auricultural railvays all over
Western Australia.

llun. Ri. J. LYN' I West) It hias been
refreshing this afternoon to have had so
many different expressions of opinion
with regard to this particular Bitt. I think
if it had been necessary to convey to ale
that this -House was a non-par-ty House,
thre discussion on this Bill in iself would
have been sufficient. I qIute agaree with
31r. Colehatch to this extent. that a cer-
lain amount of information is necessary
ait all times when an expenit~iure involv-
ing- some few millions is concerned. I
agriee wvith himi that ini connect ion with tile
building of this line, thle House should
have sufficient information in order to on-
able it to come to the conclusion that when
it starts the building of this line it will
be known where it is intended to place the
finishing- point, and ini Ihint direction I
agree with him that a certain amount of
information is necessary. Mr. Sanderson
said that he had stacks of information re-
lating to the construction of thiq partienl-
tar ratilwvay.

Hon., IV. Patrick: He referred to that
part from Kalgoortie to Port Auigusta.

Hon. R -.5. LYNN: I shall at all
times be glad to listen to information
which is being supplied to thle House. I
have watched for many years the various
moves on the part of the Conimonwenitht
Government to carry out what I have al-
ways considered to be the connecting link
of federation in rAustralia, and the people
all over Western Australia have for a
long time been look-iag forward to thle
day when the iron hiorse, running from
eve end of Australia to the other, -would
consummate the true Federal spirit. and
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that not until then would it be felt in
our midst. I welcome this Bill because I
think it is time that we in this, State
started our share of our small oblization
in connection with the work, and if in
days gone by Federal Governments have
not been prepared to go on witls what
was their part of the contract which was
entered into with this State wvlien Fed(ora-
lion was accompllished, then I sa'y that if
the present Federal Government are pre-
pared to commence thle work we in this
State should certainly follow suit and as-
sist in every possible and conceivable di-
rection. I sincerely hope that the leader
of the House will take seriously into con-
sideration the lpoint raised by Mr. Sander-
son, andi that is the question of diiiy iii
connection with the importation of roils
which will be required to bniid our part
of this railway. I do think, as we are a
small lportion in this Cjommonwealth,
small in numbers--

Hon, C. Sommers: We are ts.liug too
much upon ourselves.

Hfon. R. J. LYNN: We arc taking a
large amount of responsibility and lia-
bility which the Federal Government
might possibly see their way clear to re-
lieve us of by allowing the rails to come
in at least free of duty.

Ron. HA. 11. ('olebatch:- Do you think it
likely?

Hon. R. J. LYNN: I do . I ma ' be,
as, some of my friends bar, often said,
sufficiently optimistic to believe that ,er-
tamn things may occur, and I ami always
willing to believe that a certai':, amount of
good prevails in the individual, and] as an
individual, possibly thle Federal iMinisity
may in their wisdom see. their way clear
to permit a rebate of the duty onl time, rails.
Mr. Connolly raised cerinin points as to
how the traffi in connection with this line
can be conducted from Ffrcmantle to tile
goldfields without additi.)na I duplication.
He state that 34 sidings existed averag-
ing in distance 51/ miles apart- I view
i t from thle standpoint that if we
have a siding at ever., 514 miles From
Mlerredin to Coolgardie the increase in time
niber of sidings for thi-s particular par-

pose should not be the serious 4tate of
affairs some of us are allowed to believe.

Hon. 1H. P. Colebatcm: That is not what
they propose to do.

Hon. H. J'. LY-NX: [ do not know what
they propose to do, but I know that I am
willing- to support the appointment of a
select committee in order to secure the
necessary information for the House.

Hon. F. Connor: A Royal Commnission.
Ron, R. '1. LYNX: 12] this ease 1 do

believe that a select committee mnight ob-
tamn for the House that information which
it is desirable it should have. 1 am not a
pessimist, amid I do not believe that the
construction of this line and the incurring
oC this debt will make any great difference
to this State. I believe that the bene-
fits that wrill be derived from the construe-
tion of this line will outweigh any of the
disadvantages which we have heard of
from those members who are opposed to
it. While 1 nam prepared to supIport the
second reading of the Bill, I require cer-
tPin information, particularly as to the
point at which. it will start and the point
ait which it will finish.

The Colonial Secretory: We do not
know yet.

Hon. M1. L. Moss: You have good ini-
rormation if you choose, to give it to us.

Hon. R. 3'. LYNN: I am not willing to
defer the construction of this line until
such time as we have a dock to suit those
interested imi my province, but I do con-
sider that this is a btisiness proposition to
a certain extent. I regard the construc-
tion of this line as not only necessary in
the interests of our own State and the
Commonwealth, bitt absolutely essential in
the interests of all concerned. Regarding
it in that light . I must be permitted to
ask the Government what deviation will
rake place after it leaves that point at
Merredin, because [. do think that the
goldfields line, so far as railways in this
State are con cerned, is the one particular
line that has assisted to provide interest,
depreciation, anid sinking fund for the
railways generally. Having regard to
that, if we propose to build a second line
in order to bring that into direct comapeti-
tioni with the existing line from Frenmantle
to Kalgoorlie. we are not only saddling,
this State with that additional capital but
we are asking that one line shall compele

1454



[4 SEPTEMBER, 1912.] 15

wvith the other, that additional capital shall
he expended, and that no further country
shall be opened up in order to assist ini
providing the extra interest and sinking
fund. I hope that if it is possible at all
to deviate that line from the point at
Merredin-L- ani not qualified to say where
it shall go from there-

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: Nor- is anybody
else.

Hon. R. J. LYNN: But in order to
open up and develop some of the resources
of this State, and, if possible, make the
Transcontinental Railway take the place
of certain agricultural lines that it may be
necessary to build between that point and
1'remantle. this House is entitled to know
what route the line will follow from that.
given point until its completion. I do not
propose to say anything further, except
that I am only too pleased to support t he
Bill, and I hope that the leader of the
House will, in order to satisfy some of
the critics of the measure, give us all the
information possible. As I said in my
opening remarks, it must indeed be re-
freshing to the leader of the House to
bear- the diverg-ent expressions of opinion
fronm some of the non-party leaders of
this non-party House,

Hon. Sir R. H. WITTENOOM1 (North):-
Having listened with a great deal of atten-
tion to the many speeches that have been
made on this Bill I find myself in a diffi-
culty, and I throw myself on the sym-
pathy of both sides of the House. The
question is surrounded with a certain
amount of difficulty to me in this way: I
have no hesitation in stating that at the
time when Federation was before the
people of Western Australia J was en-
Iirelv opposed to it. I was under the
iipression, and 1 'am still of the same
opinion, that Western Australia should
not have joined the Federation for at
least twenty years later than it did. Un-
fortunately, at that time I was occupied
in London trying to look after the in-
lerests of the State, and I was not able
to vote against Federation, but all that
.1 have seen since has only sen-ed to con-
firm me in the opinion T then held. I
have heard a great deal said about the
good which this railway is going to do to

Western Australia. I have nro hesitation
in saying that 1 am one of those who are
absolutely opposed to the railway, and 1.
contend that not only is it not going to
do good co Western Australia but it i.--
going to do lte Stare a great deal of
harm. Ur. Moss, whose observations I
always listen to with the greatest respect
and regard, told uis that th e railway was
recommended by Lord Kitchener fo de-
fence purposes, but 1 have never heard
a single person explain how that line is
to be used for defence. Are the people
in the Eastern States going to send men
across to defend us, or are we to send
men across to defend them?

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: The line will
be very useful to the enemy.

Hon. Sir E. H, WVITTENOOM: The
manner in which we have beet, treated
since we joined the Commonwealth by
our generous brethren in tire Eastern
States convinces me that they would
never spare a single man for the defence
of Western Australia; and even if they
dlid, can bron. members imagine anything
More absurd than the sending of a large
body of mien across by rail when the
enemy could land at Esperance, tear up
the rails, and prevent those men fromn
getting back again? Lq joing apart, I
have always endeavonred to find out how
this railway is going to 'binefit Australia
and particularly Western Australia. It
may sound parochial, but I' believe
that when the line ist made it will take
away every man from Southern Cross
eastward who has any sympathy with
the Eastern States-, and thiose men will
never see Western Australia again. Most
of them have come from the Eastern
States, and many of them have family
connections there, and they will take all
their inter-ests bark to the east. So far
as the carriage of goods is concerned, I
do not think it will do much harm, be-
cause railway carriage can never comn-
pete with sea carriage, but. so far as
individuals are concerned, very few will
come from the goldields to Perth once
that line is completed. Another remark
we hear is that the line is going to make
Fremantle a terminal point. I am cer-
tain that the time will come when the
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mails will be lauded at Fremnantle for
transport to the other States; but that
is all. The railway wvill improve Fre-
mantle, and help the port to develop, but
beyond that it will not do much good.
However, the matter resolves itself into
a very small question. The railway can-
not do very much good to us, but it has
been accepted universally that this line
is to be constructed, and it is useless and
superfluous to discuss now the usefulness
of Federation or the railway. It has
been decided to build that line, and how-
ever mitch I might be inclined to vote
against the Bill, I feel compelled to sup-
port it for the reason that a past Pre-
mfier gave an undertaking that when cer-
tain things were done by the Federal
Government we would do certain things
here. Therefore, I quite agree with the
remarks of the leader of the House when
he said that it would amount to repudi-
ation if this State were not to carry out
the undertaking given by Sir Walter
James. I am in accord with the carry-
ing out of that undertaking, but the point
arises as to when it shall be carried out
and on what lines. Arc wec going to con-
struet an expensive line years before it
can junction with the railway from the
other side, and in such a way that it will
run. counter to those lines we have already
got, and are we going to pay interest on
a Ilarge sam. of money for a number of
years earlier than it is necessary?9 Al-
though I quite agree that we should carry
out our obligations and that the Bill
should he brought in, I think the House
should go thoroughly into the question as
to the time when this money should be
spent. As I said at the beginning of my
remarks, I find myself in a difficulty. I
do not want to vote for the railway to be
built now, but I cannot take up a position
of repudiation after a promise has been
made by a responsible Mfinister of the
Crown. I am going to learn whatever I
can from the speeches that are to follow.
I am quite in accord with those members
who have asked for more information,
but if the Government press for the pass-
ing of the Bill I shall feel myself obliged
to vote for it. The Government, I feel
sure, have the interests of Western Ans,-

tralia at heart just the same as others
who have spoken on this Bill, and 1 hope
Ministers will not undertake the expendi-
ture of a large sum of money before it is
needed, that they will not place the coun-
try in the position of having to pay a
Ilarge amount of interest earlier than it
is necessary, atid that they will take the
latest possible date for the construction
of the railway which is to join with that
from3 thie other side of our boundary.
Many would ask why the Federal Gov-
ernment should not construct the line the
whole way, but 1 am of opinion that it
is inuch wiser for urs to control the rail-
wvays within out- own State. If we a[-
owed the Federal Government to build
this line they wonuld have the control of
it, whereas if we build it, we shall retain
the control of all railways withini our
boundaries. With these few remarks, I
desire to conclude by staling that if the
Government lpress this Bill to a division,
and if they cannot see their way clear
to delay the building of the line until
it is absolutel 'Y necessary, I am afraid T
shall feel myself in the posidon of having
to support the measure.

Hon. V. HAMENSLEY (East) :I feel
that our thanks are due to Mr. Colebatch
for bringing before the House a question
which, to my mind, should he answered
by the Government before they ask mem-
bets to vote upon a mneasure of this na-
ture. The Bill has been brought before
us at a timie when it seems to me there
is a very great scarcity of money, and
when a great number of other railways
that the people are expecting to be built,
will, according to the statements made by
Mr. Colebsteli. he held up for some years
through the building of this section of
the Transcontinental ]ine. A very per-ti-
nent question has been asked in regard to
the conversion of the order for 260 moiles
of 6015. rails to an order for Solb. rails.
arid I think the House should pause be-
fore it gives support to this measure.
That is altogether apart from the fact
that this Hill is comtnitting us to the ulti-
mate building of the Western Australian
section of the Transcontinental railway.
I amn not one who feels at all itnclined to
-repudiate in any way an undertaking that
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This State has entered into. I fully be-
lieve that through the rashiness of a
former Government this State has
been committed to the construction of [bis
:section of the Transcontinental railway
.at some future date, but certainly not
necessarily within less thlan live years of
the Federal Government carrying through
their portion of the line. I think it was
very clearly put before us by Air. Cole-
batch that there was no very urgent neces-
sity for this wvork, seeing that we have
already a sufficient line to carry the traffic
for the construction of the Transconti-
nental railway. Mr. Connally pointed
out that there is a great number of sidings
between ?.ferredin and Coolgardie, and
undoubtedly there should be no difficulty
in the whole of the traffic being carried
along that line for some time to come. We
also realise that in the cancellation of the
260 miles of rails thiat a loss has neces-
,sarily been made of something like 12s.
a ton. We have no information before
the House on that matter, and when we
know that 801b. rails should be very much
cheaper per ton than 60O1b. rails, I should
like to know why the Government gave a
particular concession of 12s. a ton for
601~b. rails to fhe contractors to alter the
contract into 801b. rails, wvhen the Gov-
ernment should have received the conees-
-sian rather than that they should bave
given it. It seems to me that in every
direction this question is bristling with
surprises. We know that a number of
'settlers have been on their areas for a long
while waiting for railway communication,
and by every mile of railway put into
the country for fthe benefit of the settlers
we arc helping the goidflelds main line
to continue to make the profits which are
claimed for it. I think the 260 miles of
railway should be constructed before any
attempt is made to build the line from
Merredin to Coolgardie. It is claimed
that the agricultural railways are non-
paying propositions, and I think there is
a general misunderstanding as to the way
in which the returns from the railways
are made out. Tt is a very difficult
matter indeed to know what many of
these extensions mean to the country by
-way of profit because the returns from

the railways are invariably credited to
the main line and not to the section. These
extensions into the country are only cre-
dited with the immediate return they make
on the section, and they get no credit
whatever for the returns they are the
mneans of contributing to the main line.
Another matter that affects the agricul-
tural extensions in nearly every instance
is the fact that a lot of traffic is charged
forward, and when the rates are made up
the country stations from which the
freights start get no credit at all; it is
the station where the goods have been
received that gets the credit. I know
from the terrific rates charged on many
items that the railways into the agricul-
tural districts should be a handsome pro-
fit-making concern to the State. We rea-
lise that last year the railways were the
means of returning a large income in-
deed, and I think at that time it was
recognised that the agricultural centres,
and the general policy of agricultural
railway construction had been the means
of waking- many of the profits. When we
find that many of the goods sent to the
country people are costing in railway
freight alone just as much as the goods
themselves, it is rather startling. Some
of the commodities passing over the rail-
ways practically cost 100 per cent, more
-when they reach their destination. There-
fore, I say the ag-ricultural railways
shouild be as good a paying proposition
as the MNerredin-Coolgardie line is likely
to be. In constructing this section we
shall be committing ourselves to an ex-
penditure we cannot afford at the present
time. We shall be committing ourselves
to the expenditure quite four years be-
fore it is necessary, and for that reason
I do not see that we should at this stage
be asked to pass this line. At the same
time, I do not wish it to be considered
that I want to repudiate any promises
which have been made in the past. I amn in
favour of the State earnying out the con-
struction of this railway, and keeping
the promise made in the past, but I do
not see why it should be done now, parti-
eularly when we do not know how many
agricultural railways are being prevented
from being constructed by committing
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ourselves to this expenditure at the pre- lon. H. 11. Colebatch: Bring in inure
sent time. Whether the Bill is passed or
not, 1 hope we shall have more informa-
tion from the Government, and I hope the
Government will see their wVay to with-
draw the measure for another two or
three years.

Ito',. F. DAVIS (iMelropolitan-Sub-
utrban I: 'Those of us who were living- in
the State 12 or 13 years ag-o wvill rernem-
ber the agitation that took place prior
to the Federation of the Australian
States being accomplished, and will re-
member that one of the conditions im-
posed by a large number of those who
were opposed to Federation was that
some specific promise should be given to
Western Australia in return for federat-
ing with the other States. The chief item
asked for was the promise of a Trans-
Australian railway from Western Aus-
tralia to the other States. That cry was
repeated over and over again. The
majority of those who opposed Federa-
tion used that argument very freely, and
made it the chief point of attack of the
opposition to Federation, and it comes as
a verv great surprise to those who re-
member these circumstances to find that
so many are opposed to the construction
of this line, while it was the very thing
that the anti-federalists years ago asked
for.

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: This is not the
Transcontinental Railway.

Hon. F. DAVIS: This is the first sec-
tion of it, so far as Western Australia
is concerned, and for that reason I con-
tend this House, out of loyalty to the
State. should give its support to the Bill.
I suggest this point for the reason it
appears that while we may have a pros-
perous State, and all may rejoice in the
prospetity' of Western Australia. if we
cannot hold and retain that prosperity, it
is of little use to us. Without the shadow
of' a doubt, if any of the countries of
the East who may' at any time think fit
to make an attempt, whether succesasful
or not, in the future, of invading these
shores, however much we may pride our-
selves on our courage and skill, we should
recognise the fact that this country is one
of huge distances and sparse population.

peoleI.

lion. F. DAVIS: I believe they are
comin1g. We have to recognise the tact
that it is possible for any of these coun-
tries to invade and probabldy he successful
in attacking Western Australia, and tin-

less we can adequately defend ourselves
all the prospecrity will not be of any ad-
vantage, but it mnay he to our disadvant-
age because it may attract those who have
the power to take what they think they
will. Therefore, the first section of this
line is of value in starting what may be
to us the means of providing valuable
help in time of need. Sir Edward
Wittenoomn questioned whether the build-
ing of the line would be Of any use for
defence purposes. I would point out
that the number of settlers in Western
Australia is comparatively few, very few
compared wvith what there ought to be,
and if all enemyv should attack Australia
it is quite possible they may find many
landing places which at the present time
are almost inaccessible to ourselves as far
as landing places by- rail are concerned.
It would therefore afford many vantage
points to those wishing to conic to West-
ern Australia, and if we had not the
means of defence we should be in an un-
fortunate position. It must he readily
recognised that if we had this line pos
sibly comparatively quickly, we could
bring over a sufficiently large number, or
a fair number of men who would place
us in a better position to hold our own
country and to hold it for the white race.
Whether we are able to hold this country
against all-corners remains to he proved.
In view of that possible danger, it seeing
we would be acting wisely if we lent all
possible assistance to protect ourselves
against that danger. For that reason, if
for no other. ap~art from the adlvatages
we may gailt from a commercial point of
view, it seems reasonable that we should
supp1 ort the second reading and give effect
to the first part of what will be, in truth
and in deed, a Trans-Australian railway.
For that reason I shall support the Bill.

Hon. RI. G. ARI)AcH (North-East):
I wish to say just a fen words in connec-
tion with thie Bill before the House. I
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wish to sayv that I am favourable to the
,construction of this line, but like other
members who have spoken, I desire also
to obtain some further information as to
its construction, and the questions that
have been mentioned by lion, members
during the course of the debate I feel
sure will be readily answered by [lie M1in-
ister later on in this debate. As hon.
members have said, this is a matter that
has been before Parliament in years gone
by in this State, and a moral obligation
exists on our part to construct this rail-
way. I believe the time will conmc when
it will prove of great benefit to the people
of the State and to the Commonwealth;,
and, though some members seem to think
we are beginning this wvork at too early
a stage, T feel confident, as one w'Io has
resided] in Western Australia for many
years, that the State will prosper and that
the slight burden the construction of this
line may appear to put on the people will
not have such a bad effect after all. I
think it wvas Mr. Clarke who said thai
the goldfields were petering out. 1. can-
not agree with hini. f think it will be
many, many years before the Eastern
Goldields will peter out. I think a great
deal more gold will be wvon; in fact I am
prepared to say that in the very near
future, at any rate in years to come, the
gold yield will not decrease, but I am
confident will increase. I am not inter-
ested as to the remarks made by some hon.
members on the question of where this
line will be deviated when it reaches
Merredin. I think the construction of
the section mentioned in the Bill is quite
sufficient for the State to go on with, and
I think there will be sufficient routes to
meet this new line at Mferredin, or in
that vicinity, and so carry it on. Con-
sequently I do not think there is much
need for discussing that aspect of the
question. All I have to ay is that I am
favourable to the construction of this
line.

Hon. F. CONNOR (North) : Like Sir
Edward Wittenoomn 1 never was an ardent
advocate for the building of this line, and,
as he pointed out to any who think at all,
although this line will be of benefit so far
as defence purposes are concerned, ac-

cording to Kitchener. it will certainly be
a detriment in many ways to this State,
inasmuch as it will draw the goldfields
trade to a certain extent to South Ais-
tralia in place of its eon tinuin''p with
Western Australia. I would not presume

to offer an opinion as to the value of the
railwvay as far as defence purposes are
concerned, and [ think that some hon.
miembers w-ho talk about this aspect of
the question know exactly as much as I
rio myself, and that is nothing. It is mere
claptrap. Why do wYe need to worry
about it? If one of these Asiatic powers
comes down and wants to take Western
Australia we could not prevent it. What
we ought to do is to look after the prae-
tical opening tip of this country', and it is
not opening it up practically when wve
are starting to get toy soldiers and toy
steamers. I have no hesitation in saying
we are altogether out of our element when
we get into the question of "defence or
no-defence" so far as this railway is con-
earned. I think the line will do us harm.
I would not oppose it, but if I were asked
in my innermost conscience, "Is this rail-
way going to do Western Australia ham
I would say, "It will do Western Austra-
lia more harm than good." Of course it
will develop Australia as a whole. The
question of Federation comes into the
matter. Certainly it will do Federated
Australia good; but how much good has
Federated Australia done to Western Aus-
tralia? That is a question we want to
ask ourselves and put before the public
as public men; and I say here and now it
has been a curse to Western Australia up
to the present that we have been bound
down by the Federal tariff. I am going
to sup~port the Bill for a very simple
reason, that I know it will secure and
ensure settlers of the righit type on [he
line of this railway. May I have peris-
sion to expose in the Chamber a plan? It
is a Lands Department plan. There is an
imaginary line drawn across it where this
imaginary railway, so far, is going to be
placed. It is approximate, but I think it is
nearly correct. On that line I see within
the last few days there has been settle-
ment of the land. I see "A. Francis,
628,000" acres. It is not Francis
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Connor as some people think. Then before the House for years past; indeed,
there is a gentleman named T.
Davis, 100,000 acres; and then a
gentleman named deLargie, 121,000
acres; then Mr. Fisher-Andy, I think-
50,000 acres; then there is A. H. Fisher.
This is the reason why I am going to sup-
port the Bill. 31r. Scaddan has taken up
212,000 acres.

Honl. F. Davis: Is this a joke l

Hon. F. CONNOR: There is no joke
about it. That is the reason why I am
supporting the Bill. It is sufficient reason
why we should give all our support to
the Bill. I do not intend to labour this
question, but I i~ant to impress wvhat I
sin' . I dto not hld( with the people who
say that the succes of this country de-
rends upon the building of this railway,
and that the necessary expenditure will be
repaid to the Slate in the near future-
not in our lifetime at any rate: I say
now I think it will not be a benefit to the
State. I think it wvill be a curse to the
State for the time being, though eventu-
ally I believe it will be successful, and it
will bring here people who will not travel
by sea. That is the only practical benefit
I see in connection with the building of
this railway. I did not intend to speak
had not my attention been drawn to the
fact that we were having such excellent
settlers, such responsible men, going on
the land along this line. Therefore I sup]-
port the second reading.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p..

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (in re-
ply) : Jndeing from the speeches made
yesterday and to-day, some beon. members
appear to have aroused themselves from
a deep) slumber. They seem to have been
asleep for v ear's, and totally oblivious to
what has been going onl around them, and
what the country is pledged to. They
fail to realise that the Bill is a measure
for the construction of the first section of
the Trans-Australian railway. Some of
those members wish the whole question to
be reopened and revived. So far as I am
concerned, and so far as the Government
are concerned, there will be no reopening
or revivification, This question has been

ever since 1110S, when the James Ministry
introduced a Bill in which there was a
clause guaraniteeing that if the Federal
Government put through a Bill for the
construction of the Trans-Australian rail-
way, Western Australia would construct
the line from Fremantle to Kalg-oorlie.

H~on. .3. D. Conmnolly: Was there not a
limitation ?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
will conic to that. The leader of the House
onl that occasion was confident that he
wulnd receiv'e almoi st in aninrioi s suijpport;
so confident was lie ilat hec si, ii id his
intention of moving the suspension of the
Standing Orders in order to get the Bill
through in one sitting. As to my atti-
lude onl that occasion, I stron-ily con-
demoled Clause 4 of the Bill. Mfy opinion
was that the construction of the whole of
this line should be a Commonwealth un-
dertaking. I adhered to that attitude. and
when the Bill passed the second reading I
moved that progress be reported, in order
hat the matter should receive further con-

sideration. However, I failed; there were
only four on my side. Mind you, my in-
tention was merely that the matter should
receive ample consideration; that it should
be deferred for 0110 day only. Yet there
were buat foar with me, and i5 a--ninst me,
and the Bill was carried through the Corn-
uuittee stages. Onl that occasion there
were some very inferestinez speeches made
by certain lion, members, which do not
harmonise with some expressions we
have beard to-day. Sir Edward Witten-
ooni contributed to the debate, and] this is
what lie said-

I do not believe there is a member in
the House who will oppose the Bill.
Everyone sees the utility of the mie-
.sure. The only question is. how to get
the railway constructed. It is unfor-
tunate that there will be a break of'
gauge, which necessitates our building
this portion of it ourselves. It is per-
fectly correct. I think, as Dr. Hackett
has said, that it will be impossible to
run the service with a 3ft. 6in. gauge;
therefore, if we are to retain our own
revenue, we must go to that expense.
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Hon. M'. L. -Moss: That is just like
your speech on the Esperanee railway.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: My
speech on the Bill in 1903 is not thle
speech I would deliver to-day, were it not
for the fact that the Federal Government
bave since been led by repeated assurances
of We;t ern Australia that we would con-
struct the railway from }'remnntlc to
Kalgoorlie.

Hon. . 1). Connolly: Wthat page are
you quoting from,"

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: From
page 1159 of the llansard of 1003. Then
we had Mr. Sommers. who said-

I desire to support the second read-
ing of the Bill. At the same time, I
regret thle necessity to incur this ex-
petiditure know.ing, as 'Mr. Drew has
pointed out, that there are so many
works which are necessary to be car-
ried out in the near future, and also
bearing- in mind the point which Sir
Edward Wittenoom has raised, that the
fact of our having authorised a line
to cost two millions may affect our bor-
rowing powers. On the other hand, we
inust not forget that a great deal of
advantage will accrue to the whole of
the State from the construction of this
line, and therefore although there are
dlisadvantages in one sense, T think the
advantages so much outweigh them that
-we shall be able to congratulate our-
selves in the long run if we pass the
Bill. I do not think thereC is very much
more I can say in regard to the matter.
As Dr. Hackett has pointed out, it has
been very thoroughly brought before the
countryv for some time past, and we
have heard what can be said for and
against it. I think that if wve are in ear-
nest, we shall pass this Bill to construct
lis portion of the line as soon as the
Commonwealth Government are p re-
pared to carry out their portion.
H~on. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: I would

like to say in explanation that I said the
,only question was as to when the line
-should be constructed and the route it
should take.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I
understnod from the address made by 'Mr.
Clarke that he also thought it was an in-

opportune time to present the measure,
and he did not consider it necessary to
the best interests of the country.

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: Do -you not
realise that the financial position has be-
come more stringent since 1908?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No.
Indeed it was more stringent in that year.
Some very drastic retrenchments were
effected immnediately after the Leake Gov-
ernment took office, and again when Sir
W~alter James came into power further
retrenchments bad to be made. .1r. Oar-
diner was Treasurer at that time. Of
couirse, I understand these extracts must
be unpalatable to bon. members. How-
ever, this is what 'Mr. Clarke said in
1903-

Being a supporter of this Bill, I have
carefully listened to all the arguments
advanced against it. I admire the
courage of those who expressed them,
but, at the same time, I remain just
about the ame as I was whei they
started. It is recognised that very soon
a slim of money, I will not say how
much, has got to be placed on that
Eastern Goldfields' line, either to re-
place it by a 4ft. Sin, gauage or by
building another line. That being the
ease, it appears to me we have to look
upon this, not as altogether a repro-
ductive work, but as one of those that
must be performed in order to protect
our own industries in more ways than
one. I think it goes without saying
that we must face this matter iii order
that we may conserve our own inter-
ests. We should have all the eurnings
of this line, and have the control of
it, and I think that is quite sufficient to
justify .'ome expenditure in this matter.

'Mr. Clarke went on with a very able
sp~eechi, to which at the time I disagreed
entirely. If I were back in 1903 now,
I would disagree stilt. The Act lapsed
after five years, and the legal agreement
became void. But it was succeeded by a
definite understanding. From 1903 right
on, there has been no dispute. The under-
standing that Western Australia was to
construct the section of the line from
Fremantle to Kalgoorlie has remained in
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force. Indeed, we find that it was re-
flected in the Governor's Speech of 1910.

Hon. H. 1P. Colebatch: What was the
object in placing five years' limitation in
(lie Bilr'

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: They
desired to fix some definite time. Bit
still, after the expiration of that time, it
was generally understood by the people,
not only of Western Australia, but of
the whole of the Commonwealth, that the
promise of that measure would be strictly
adhered to. This is what was stated in
the Governor's Speech. It will be found
on page 4 of Hansard of 1910-

Feeling that the delay in beginning
the construction of the Trans-Austra-
lian railway is fraught, not only wvith
Arav ijury to the interests of West-
ern, Australia, but is also a menace to
the safety of the Commonwealth as a
whole, my advisers are of opinion that,
rather than incur a further indefinite
postponement, the project should be
undertaken by the two States through
whose territory the line will pass. The
success of the recently completed bore
on the proposed route of the Trans-
Australian railway proves that a vast
airtesian basin extends into South Aus-
tralian territory, and adds immense
value to the large expanse of pastoral
country lying between Kalgoorlie and
the South Australian border.

Here is a proposition, not merely to build
the line to Kalgoorlie, but to the South
Australian border, a very different pro-
position indeed. It all led the Federal
Parliament to believe that Western Aus-
tralia was prepared, at any rate, to build
the line from Fremantle to Kalgoorlie.

Hon. J1. D. Connolly: On a point
of explanation, the hon. member is
scarcely fair, because in speaking yester-
day I explained very clearly the meaning
of those words in the Governor's Speech.
I said it was a proposition to construct
tbe wide gauge line from Kalgoorlie to
the South Australian border if South
Australia were willing to construct their
part from Port Augusta to the border.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That
is the bon. member's interpretation, anti
1 take it 1 am entitled to my opinion as

to which is correct. If the hon. member's
statement is correct, these words are
meaningless. What was the object of in-
troducing it in the Governor's Speech?
However, I will furnish further informa-
tion later on with regard to this. The
Hon. Mr. Patvick has not spoken on this
question so far, bitt I presume that, with
characteristic consistency, he still adheres
to tile opinion expressed in 1910. He
then said-

Some members have spoken in favour
of the attitude taken up by the Govern-
ment in regard to the Transcontinental
railway, and they think that if the
railway is not taken in hand -at an early
date by the Federal Government the
State Government ought to construct it
themselves in conjunction with South
Australia, wvhile other members have
criticised that portion of the Governor's
Speech adversely. I entirely approve
of the attitude of the Government on
this question. I do not see why there
is any need for us to take rap a humble
attitude in relation to the Federal Gov-
ernment in this matter.

I am simply quoting Mr. Paltick to show
that there has been a general feeling that
the line should be constructed. I strongly
opposed it, and there was only Mr. Kings-
mill besides myself who adversely criti-
cised this paragraph in the Governor's
Speech. In another place the Ron.
Frank Wilson made a speech in connec-
tion with the matter, when lie said-

Hon. members have taken me to task
foi saying that Western Australia
would build that line.

According to Mr. Connolly it was to have
been at 3t. fin., gauge.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: I rise to a point
of order. Did I undlerstand the leader
of the House stated that I said a 3ft. 6in.
gauge?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
understood the hon. gentleman stated
that the present line from Kalgoorlie to
Fremant

Hon. J. D. Connolly: I flatly contradict
that. I never said a 3ft. fin. gauge. It
was intended to eonstrnet it on a 4ft.
S8. tin, gauge from Kalgoorlie to Port
Augusta.
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
statement I was quoting from the Hon.
Frank Wilson's speech continues-

Hon. members have taken me to task
for saying that Western Australia
would build that line. 1 repeat, rather
than have that construction delayed for
two or three years longer, let alone 10
years, as will probably be the ease, I
would pledge Western Australia to
build it. I am satisfied that the line
would be a payable proposition very
soon after its completion, and I am
satisfied fdom, inquiries that I have
made during the past few months that
we could build that railway on a lit.
SY2in. gauge, equip it, and find a plenti-
ful supply of water along the route, for
a million and a half of money. I am
satisfied also that I could run that line
for not more than a loss, over and above
working expenses and interest on capi-
tal, of £26,000 per annum. And I am
backed tip by the expert officers of my
department in my opinion that that loss
of £25,000 per annum would very soon
dismppear, and that in a cou pie or three
years the railway would be self-sup-
porting.

Of course this was a proposition to build
a line to the South Australian border.

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: What has the
Kalgoorlie to Port Augusta section to do
with this Bill?

The PRESIDENT. Order! I asked
members if they wanted to speak and they
were all silent.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Our
predecessors signified their willingness to
construct the whole of the line in West-
erni Australian territory, and this House
,iltered no protest. Onily two members
out of thirty raised a voice against it
and, as I have explained. I was one and
3fr. Kingsmill was the other. What was
Ihe effect of these pronouncements; they
wvere circulated widespread throughout
the Commonwealth: they influenced mein-
hers of the Federal Parliament and the
Federal Government. and theyv rushed on
Ibe Hill for the construction of the line.

Hon. If. L. Moss: When was that done?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Shortly after this speech the Bill was
introduced into the Federal Parliament.
It was submitted to the Federal Parlia-
ment largely on the understanding that
the State would build the line from Fre-
mantle to Kalgoorlie and bhbe Bill was
passed, and that Bill as passed by the
Commonwealth Parliament simply pro-
vides for a line to Kalgoorlie and no fur-
ther. That shows that the Commonwealth
Parliament and Government regard the
pledge in the Bill of 1903 as still exist-
ing.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Will the Mlinister
deal with tbe point at issue?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I am
coming to the point at issue. I want to
say that at this 59 minutes past 11 this
House wants to revive and reopen the
question as to whether it is advisable
for the State to construct a section of
this line. Members say they arc thirsting
for information and -hungering for facts
and arguments in favour of Western Aus-
tralia undertaking the construction of
this particular section. I am sorry that
at this particular stage I am not in a
position and I do not propose to justify
the construction of the line from Fre-
mantle to Kalgoorlie. I propose to
justify the construction at an early date
of this piarticular section. It is too late
nowv to discuss the other question. We
cannot reopen it. What members wish
to know, I am certain, is what Mr. Cullen
pointed out-whbether it is advisable to
construct this section from 'Merredin to
Coolgardie with all possible haste. What
are the reasons for this Bill' Why not
wait until we are in a position to inform
members of the House as. to the route
right thr-ough ? Those are ql estioos which
have been asked. I propose to furnish
members with all the information at my
diposal in regard to that aspect of the
question. What wre hnve done, we have
done on the advice of our expert offiers.
The Commonwealth Government have no-
tified us that it is their intention at a veryv
early date to commence the construction
of the Trans-Australian line. Tn view
of that statement we asked the advice of
our expert officers. the Engineer-in-Ciiief
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and the Chief Engineer of Existing Lines,
as to -vihat would be the best to do under
the circumstances.

Hon. F. Connor: Did you consult 'Mr.
Chinn ?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: There
was a meeting of Cabinet, and I will read
a copy of a report dated the 15th July,
1012-

Fremantle to Kalgoorlie, 4ft. S1/in.

,gauge railway.
(1) Referring to the minute of the

Hon. the Premier, dated the 27(h May,
1912, we have to report that Ilie ques-
tion of linking up Fremantle and Kal-
goorlie by means of a railway built on
the 4ft. S'A._in. gauge is being caretfully
considered, anti it is obvious that this
cannot be dealt with hurriedly. There
is, however, one section which may be
taken in hand without much delay, viz.,
that between East Northam and Cool-
gardie, if the Government will adopt
the recommendation which we now offer
for their consideration.

(2) Our proposal is to lay, for the
present, a new line, wvith SOfibs. rails
and long sleepers between East Nor-
tham and Coolgardie, to a gauge of Sft.
(in, more or less alongside the existing
line between these two localities. On
this length there will probably be 50 or
60 ,nilcs of deviations, rendered neces-
sary by the adoption of a one in 80
grade, for which length the proposed
line would not be within the existing
railway fences. 'The lines would be con-
nected by suitable cross-overs where ne-
cessary, and the twvo worked as a double
line until all material for the Trans-
continental railway (some 250.000 tons)
had been conveyed to Kalgoorlie.

(3) When this is accomplished, the
new line will be disconnected from the
existing line. and one rail lifted and
pulled out to its place to form a 4f t.
S'A2in. gauge road.

(4) From the quantities taken out
for an avenage section of the line be-
tween the points referred to-there be-
ing neither time nor staff to cbmpute
the quantities for the whole length,
make sun-cys for deviation, et.-it is

estimated that the total cost to build
a line 4ft. Syin. gauge on this section
is £1,025,000.

(5) The additional cost to this, by
adopting the proposal put forward, is
£33,500, made up as follows: -Connect-
ing uip the new line as a duplicate road
£19,713, rails and fastenings £6,705
totalling £26.418; disconnecting and
pulling over rail to 4ft. S'/in. gauge,
f7.082; making a total of £C33,500.
lIon. W. Patrick: That is from East

Northam ?
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The

section we have decided to build is one as
to which there is no dispute regarding
the route. We cannot decide as to the con-
struction from East Northam until a de-
cision is come to whether the Swan Valley
route will be adopted. As far as we can
discover there is no controversy as to the
route of the particular section proposed
by the Bill.

Eon. X. L. 'Moss: W~Nhen will we get
a decision on the Swan Valley route!

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
miatter is under consideration.

Hon. X1 L. Moss: Will we know this
session ?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
should think so. The report continues-

(6) Our recommendation for this
scheme is based on the following rea-
sons:-(a) To transport the material
for the Transcontinental railway would
necessitate the construction of some 20
additional crossing stations (at a prob-
able cost of £25,000) which, for normal
traffic,' are not required. 'Moreover, if
the present gauge line is to remain after
completion of the wider gauge, the for-
mer would he largely robbed of even its
present traffic; (b) The saving in an-
nual expenditure in maintenance and
staff for the additional crossing stations
as it is considered that the present sta-
tions and staff will be quite sufficient to
work the double line; (c) The Chief
Traffic 'Manger estimates that an am-
ount of £E20,250 per annum will be saved
in the actual carrying of the material
for the Federal line, owing to the avoid-
ance of delay at the crossing places.

-(ad) The time occupied by the journey
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being- thus reduced by double line work-
ing, the rolling stock wvill be more
quickly returned and consequently fewer
engines and trucks will be required.

(7) It will thus be seen that in addi-
tion to the saving in annual expenditure
on maintenance and staff referred to in
(h) of j*eceding paragraph £8,000, (c)
£20,250, there is a probable saving of
L25.000 on capital cost of crossing sta-
tions:-Saving, capital £25,000, saving
annual £28,250; total amount for three
years equals £84,750, making a total
saving of £109,750, hy the scheme under
consideration; against this must be
placed the additional cost, estimated in
paragraph (5) of £38,500, showing a
net a pproximate saving of £76,250.

(8) It is not probable that the rails,
fastenings, and sleepers for the Federal
line will he ready for delivery before
12 months; there should, therefore, be
ample time to construct at least half of
thle proposed work and the other half
would be brought into use section by
section as completed--say six months
later.

That is the report we received from M1r.
James Thompson, the Engi neer-in -Chief
and Mr. E. E. Light, the Engineer of Ex-
isting Lines, and on the strength of that
report we took action in the direction of
hasteninig on the construction of the
Trans-Australian railway for that par-
ticular section about which there could be
no dispute as to the route. Mr. Colebatch
stated that it would be a mistake to run
two lines of railway to Kalgoorlie, one a
4f I. S1/in. gauge and the other a 3ft, Oil.
gauge.

Hon. H. P. Coichatch: Througb two
different localities, I mean.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
thought the hon. gentleman said it would
he a mistake to run twVo gauges. What he
states is perfectly correct. It has been
stated that we countermanded an order
for 601h. rails. We cannot exactly call it
coun terman ding; we gave instructions
that the 8mlb. rails should be supplied
first; the others will come later on.

Hon. W. Patrick: Are the orders still
in hand?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:. Yes.
A question that has -been asked is whether
this will hang up agricultural lines. The
answer is "No, it will not." The 601b.
rails are not required for railway con-
stnuction in the general sense of the term,
hut for relaying.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: You will require
them for the Merredin-Wiekepin line.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: These
rails are required for the Great Southern
and South-West, and they are -not urgent-
ly needed. They can wait for a few
months.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: We would like to
have ours.

T he COLONIAL SECRETARY: Thle
relaying will be performed by the Railway
Department and the agricultural lines will
be constructed by the Public Works De-
partmient. The carrying out of this sec-
tion will not in any way interefere with
the progress of agricultural lines because
thle Working Railway' s will take this sec-
tion in hand, whereas the Works Depart-
mnent. will take in hand the construction
of agricultural railways.

Hon. H. P. Colebatch: Will they each
have the necessary equipment?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: They
will each have the necessary equipment.
The Working Railways find that owing
to the lines running parallel, they can,
with little diffiulty, carry out the con-
struction of the railway. If it comes to
a deviation, the Works Department -will
carry it out. This can be carried out com-
paratively inexpensively by the Working
Railways, Department. We are putting
it in the hands of the Working Railways
on thle suggestion of the Commissioner of
Railways. He is quite prepared to take
it on and is doing so to prevent the stop-
page of agricultural lines.

Hon. M. L, Moss: You will be able to
make the 200 miles of lines a year and
this in addition?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes.
Another question was whether the Cool-
gardie to Merredin line is to take prece-
dence over others V The answer is "No, it
is to be constructed by the Working Rail-
ways except where there are deviations.'

1465



460[COUNCIL]I

Mr. Connolly said we ought to wait until
the Federal Government makes a bona
tide start with the work. It seems to me
they hav-e done so. The matter has been
talked about for r ears, but it was the
present Federal Gov'ernment that passed
the Bill and they have actually made a
start. The Federal Government have
entered into a contract with the Govern-
ment of this State to supply sleepers;
they have turned the first sod and
the secretary to the Minister for Home
Affairs is here noew and it is proposed Lit
an early dale to commence the work of
construction. What more proof is re-
quired that a bona fide start is being
made?

Hon. J. DI. Connolly: It is not a very
great effort.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Mr.
Connolly also stated that wve were build-
ing the line to compete with the existing
line in order to serve 10 people. Well,
that is a most damning indictment against
every Government that has been in power
for many years and it is also a reflection
on the intelligence of the majority of
members of this Chamber and the people
of Western Australia, because with few
exceptions there has not heen one word of
protest against the action of the James
Government in 1003, and very little pro-
test against the still more elaborate schenme
formulated by the Wilson Government in
1910. Some members want more informa-
tion, but I think I have given all that is
necessary; at any rate I hope members
wvill not expect me to justify the construe-
lion of the railway by the State from Fre-
mantle to Kalgoorlie. I maintain that the
time for discussing that is past. What
we are doing now is not exactly in accord-
ance with our own views; this is a legacy
left us by the previous Administration.
This is practically a Bill for the conl-
struction of the whole of the line from
Fremantle to Kalgoorlie. and I wish mem-
bers of this House to thoroughly under-
stand that it commits us to the expend-
ture of two millions of money, and it is
too late now to utter a word of protest.
If hor. members had assisted me nine
years ago a different state of affairs might
have arisen. A pledge has been given to

the Federal authorities and we must
honiour it. I have heard the word con-
fiscation used during the last few weeks,
but there is one word closely allied to con-
fiscation, and that word is repudiation.
If this Bill is thrown out the Legislative
Council wrill repudiate its obligation to
the Commonwealth.a

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes. . . 19
Noes.. . . . 5

Majority for .

lion.
Hon.
Hon.
HOn.
HOn.
HOD.
Hon.
EOn.
Hon.
Hon.

R. 0. Ardagh
E. M4. Clarke
F. Conn..or
J Cornell
S. F. Cullen
F. D.as
J. 9. Dodd
J. All. Drew
A. G. Jenkins
W. Kiugsmill

Hon. J. D. Connolly
Hon. V. Hamersicy
HOD. C. SoLmners

.. 14

Atse.

HOn. R. J. Lynn
Hon. E. MoLarty
Boo. M. L. Moss
HOD. B. C. O'Brien
Hon. W. Patrick
Hon. C. A. Piess
Hon. A. Sanderson
Ho..SirE. H. Wittenoom
Hon. D. 0. Gawler

(Teller).

Noss.

HOD. T. H. Wilding
Hon. H. P. Colebatch

(Teller).

Question thus pafssed.

Bill read a second time.

?4OTION-UNiVERS1TY SITE.

Debate resumed from the 27th August
on the motion of the Hon. J. F.
Cullen :-"That in the opinion of this
House, the University Senate, having ac-
cepted the Government offer of the Craw-
ley estate in exchange for endowment
lands of corresponding value, should now,
with the consent of the Government,
negotiate with the trustees of King's Park
for an exchange of the Crawley estate for
land of corresponding value on the high-
est available part of King's Park. as 'he
most suitable site for Ihe University of
Western Australia."

Hon. W. KINGSMIILL (Metropolitan):
This debate so far has not shed that
amount of light on the subject which one
would have wished. I do not suppose the
few r-emarks I have to make will shed
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any very much further light onl it, but I
would not be true to the views I hold if
I allowed the question raised by Mr.
Cullen to go without at least contributing
my thoughts to the discussion. The dis-
cussion has been primarily caused by the
fact that apparently a choice has teen
made of Crawley as a site for the Uni-
versity of Western Australia. I hope that
in spite of all that has been said it is
not too late to withdraw from that posi-
tion.

Hon. 3. F. Cullen: Hear, hear.
Hon. W. KINGSILL: I hope that

Parfliament will yet have the opportunity
of discussing the question as to whether
the purpose of the reserve at Orawley
should be changed from being devoted to
recreation purposes, to he devoted to a
site for the University, If as I think is
correct-i speak subject to being put
right-Crawley has been gazetted as a
Class A reserve-

Hon. J. D. Connolly: It is not a Class
A reserve.

Hon. W. KI'NOSMAILL: That is the
greatest mlistake Ihe late Government
made.

Ron. J. D. Connolly: I plead guilty.
Hon. AV. KANO-SMILL: It should have

been niade a Class A. reserve in order that
its purpose might not be changed without
an Act of Parliament.

Hon. J. D). Con nolly: You are quite
right.

Hon. W. 1INO-SIVLL: A few words
have been said about the unsuitability of
Crawley as a site for the University, and
with a good deal of ingenuity the sup-
Porters of Crawley have switched off the
discussion on to the comparatively unim-
portant point, the healthy or unhealthy
nature of Crawley. W'e do not propose
to build a university as a sanatorium, as
a hlealth resort, or as a boarding house.
What its healthiness or unhealthiness has
to do with the major point to be con-
sidered passes my comprehension. Even
if we attach the importance to this point
that has been attached to it by supporters
of Crawley, we find some very direct evi-
deuce in this connection. WhenI Sir
Winthrop Hackett, may ' 1 say hereinafter
known as Chancellor of the University,

was speaking on this subject, he alluded
several times to a report which both he
and Mr. Cullen treated -with a certain air
of mystery, a report which appeared to he
somewhat bard to get at, because Mr.
Cullen did not have it and the Chancellor
said if Mr. Cullen did not produce it he
would do so. Apparently, however, be
forgot to do so and that report which was
treated so lightly by Sir Winthrvop
Hackett has some features in it which
hon. members ilil do well to weigh. Sir
Winthrop Hackett said that it wvas a re-
port which appeared from his observa-
tions to he somewhat colourless and he
added that it was a report which he could
sign himself. Let uis examine this report;
here is the original text of it which I have
verified and found to be word for word
with the transcript which appears in the
Daily News of FRiday, 20th August, and
in a less complete form without the signa-
tories in the [V'est Australian. The report
.sets forth.-

To the Chancellor and -members of
the Senate of the University of West-
ern Australin.-We, the undersigned
members of the medical profession,
humbly beg to petition the Senate
arainst thme proposal to establish the
University at Crawley. We do0 so Onl
the following grounds :--Firstly: That
Crawley is inaccessible, and its selection
will cause serious inconvenience to all
extramural students. Secondly: That
when a medical school is established in
connection with the University great
inconvenience will be occasioned to
medical students -who will he attending
hospital practice at either the public
hospital, the children's hospital, the in-
fectiouis diseases hospital, or the has-
pilal for the insane whilst having to
attend classes at Crawley. This will in-
volve a great loss; of time and an in-
creased expense to the student. Thirdly:
That a large part of the Crawley estate
is low-lying and damp, and none of it
can be called high. Fourthly: We c-on-
sider that it is desirable that the Uni-
versity should be placed onl high ground
in a convenient locality.

Here follow the signatures of 4.9 medical
men in Perth and district out of a total
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of .52, all, I thinik, gentlemen who are
wveIl qualified to deal with the suitability
of Crawley from the point of view from
which they regard it-firstly, as to its be-
ing a healthy or an unhealthy site, and,
secondly, as to its being a proper site for
the mnedical portion of the University.
Now, how Sir Winthrop Hackett c!an yen-
ture to say that that was a report which
hie could sign passes my comprehension,
and if he is prepared to sign it, how
be can. either inside or outside this House,
stand up] as an advocate of Crawley again
passes my comprehension. The first
jpoiil that is raised by these gentlemen,
nanmely. that with regard to the inacces-
sibility of Crawley, is t'le most important
point of all. There is no doubt that
Crawley is extremely inaccessible. It has
been said that, as soon as a University is
established there will be simultaneously
establishied a I ramwav service to that
p~oint. but let inc draw the attention of
the Governmnent to the facnt that if they
propose to run a tramway service for
the University atone, they are taking a
step which is unwise in the extreme. The
tramiway, if built, will run along thbe
foreslhore of the river-

Han. C. Somamers-. Right down to
Claremont.

Hon. W. tviN0,XMiLL: Why does the
bon. member say that?

Hon. C. Sommers: Because the traffic
will warrant it.

Hon. IV. KING-SWILL: Is the hon.
member in the confidence of the Govern-
ment, or is the wish only father to the
thought ? But however that may he,
looked at f rom a traffic point of view,
the tramway can hope for no traffic be-
tween the City and the University of
Western Australia if the University is
established at Crawley, because on one
side of the tramn line will be King's Park
and on the other side the river. That
being so, it is hard to see how the tram-
way service could be run for the benefit
of the -University. Again, I would ask
the advocates of Crawley in this House to
consider that, after all, the work of a
Univeisity extends over a large part of
the day. It extends practically from 9
.in the u'ornjig tQAQ0- o'clock or 10.30. at

night, and it is not as if the student dur-
ing that time wvent to all the lectures.
Some might be attending lectures on
science, some lectures on law, others lec-
tures on medicine, and so on, and all at
different hours. Further, I would draw
attention to the fact that in all modern
universities, particularly those run ont
democratic lines-and these arrangements
being made under the mgis of a Labour
Government, I presume the lines they are
establishing the University on are demo-
cratic lines-miany of the students arc
muen ,and women who are fully occupied
in the day time, and consequently a good
dTeal of the tuition must take place at
nighlt. Now, I ask the Government if
they are going to ask women students to
travel to and fro at night to attend lec-
tures at a place like Crawley? It is a
mnonstrous proposition. In my opinion
the inaccessibility of Crawley is sufficient
in itself to condemn it as a site for the
university, however healthy or unhealthy,
or however fitted or unfitted it may be
in other respects. It is a most astounding
thing- to find a Government representing
the workers of tile State choosing a site,
which of all sites is the one most calcu-
lated to shut out the workers from the
benefits attached to the U7niversity.

l1on. ,J. F. Cullen: The Government
have not chosen it.

Hon. V". KTNGSAILL: The Glovern-
ment have not chosen the site, hut I
propose in a few words to show how far
the Government have gone towards influ-
encing the Senate in that choice, and how
far the inclination of the Government
jumped with the inclination of the sen-
ate.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Did you say in-
fluencing them 5

Hon. W. KENOSMILL: Perhaps I was
not right in using that term, but I want to
point out how far the Crawley scheme
seems to fit in with the wishes of the
Government. The Government are anxi-
ous indeed to secure certain lands for
their experimental scheme of workers'
homes. They have cast envious eyes on
eartairt blocks of land that bhad Ibeen
given to the University Endowment Corn-
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maittee, and that are now controlled by
the senate, lands which it was proposed
should furnish part of the revenue of the
University, and which ua~loubtedly, as
this State developed, would have fur-
nished a very handsome addition to that
revenue, Instead of doing what any
Government might have been expected to
do, instead of making a free gift of cer-
tamn lands for the purpose of erecting a
University thereon, a huckste-ring spirit
seems to have entered into the hargain,
and the Government said to the senate
"We will give you Crawley, but we wvill
take away from you your endowment
lands." -Now, that is not a generous way
of atpproaching this question. It is un-
generjous indeed, especially when the Gov-
-prnmnent obtained very much the best of
the transaction. It is not as if the Goy-
ermnent gave the senate the whole of the
CrawlIcy site;, the Government say it is
not proposed to grant the University the
use of the foreshore. They are cutting
off from the University site the most
valuable part of Crawley, atnd in ex-
change they have taken from the Univer-
sity lands, which, under the Endowment
Act, would have brought in a considerable
revenue to the University.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Are they not
getting the whole of Orawley7

Hon. W. KINGSM[ILL: No; there is
to be a higlhway along the foreshore.

Hon. J. E. Dodd: To which they will
have the same access as anybody else.

lon. C. Sommers: Quite right.
Hon. W. KIINOGSMILL: It is qluite

right. Everybody should have access to
that foreshore, and there should he no
attempt to take it from the public of
Wesiern Australia. But let me point
it whaet it will mean to have University

,buildings abutting on that foreshore of
the river. When Crawley becomes, as it
must become, one of the principal plea-
sure resorts of the people of Perth, on
public holidays there will he on and sur-
rounding the University lands anything
up to 10,000 people. Is that a desirable
state of affairs, either 'for the University
or for the people who go to Crawley fbr
rec10ttion? Even if the University is
built on the foreshore, the public will

[ill

go there just the same; they will be a.
nuisance to the University, and they will
not get the henefit that Crawley was
meant to be to the people.

Hon. J. E. Dodd (Honorary Minister):
You said the tramway service would not
pay.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: Holiday traffic
will not make a tramway service pay; it
must have continuous traffic, and I would
remind the hon. member that many peo-
ple will travel by steamers, perhaps by
Government steamers. Perhaps the Gov-
ernment intend to put the "Mongolia" on
that service when she has proved unsuit-
able for the North-West trade. Howvecr,
to have the University grounds overrun
by 10,000 people on public holidays is
impossible, but that is the fate which
those gentlemen who favour the Crawley
site are absolutely inviting. In my opin-
ion, the interests of this University have
been absolutely sacrificed to the land
greed of the Government, in order that
a scheme, which after all is only an ex-
periment, may be put into execution.

Rion. J. Cornell: How do you recon-
cile that with the Adelaide University!
The public get pretty close to that.

Hon. W. KING SMILL: The public
must get close to any university, but it
was never proposed to put the Adelaide
University on a picnic ground. When the
Adelaide University was established, it
was started with four acres of ground,
and for a, great many years it carried on
its work excellently in that area. ILater
it was found necessa-ry to extend the
gzrounid, and' the Government allowed the
University the use of 35 or 20 acres of
park tends, and] they are now ahout to
allow the I'niversitv a few more acres.
But the University of 'Western Australia
-and if it is as successful as the Univer-
sib'v of Adelaide has been it may congrat-
u1late itself-is going to start, as if the
idea was that it is to be a farm or cattle
station, with an area of land which is
going to prove mnore of a responsibility
-than a benefit to that institution. The
Adelaide U-niversit 'y has never been over-
run by the public, because there has been
no inducement for the public to do so.
Rut the orrlosite is the case akt C'rawley,
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where the public have every inducement
to make use of what has always been
looked npon, since the late Government
acquired that estate, as one of the recrea-
tion grounds specially set apart for them.
The weak point about 'Mr. Cullen's mo-
tion is that it provides only one alterna-
tive, and (hiat is to negotiate the exchange
of C'rowley site for the highest part of
Xting's 1Park. Speaking as a member of
the King's Park Board, I should be sorry
to see the University established on the
highest point of the park; in fact, that is
impossible. But ] have always advocated
that thie ideal spot for a university in this
city is, for the main building, that piece of
land which lies just opposite this House,
the Observatory site adjoining the High
School reserve. That piece of land is ab-
soliitely the crown of Perth. a site that
has been waiting for years until some-
bodyv shoulld fid a suitable buildling to
erect on it. The University should be,
and I hope will be. one of the finest build-
iugs in the city of Perth, and if it is, we
should provide one of the finest sites
whereon to lace it. The site I amn al-
luding to is eminently adapted for the
pu11rpose.

lion. .1. F. Cullen: Only it is too small.

lion. W. KINGSIILL: It is too small.
Tt contains altogether about 17 acres;, but
it is capable of substantial additions. It
could be added to for instance by the re-
sumption of the land between Wilson-
street and Hay-street, and it is suscep-
tible of further addition by giving to the
University what nobody wouid object to,
that is 20 or 30 acres of ground to be used
for recreation purposes adfoining King's
Park-road in the park itself. I have
heard the hon. gentleman who occupies
the distinguished, and deserved position
of Chancellor of the University, say that
one of the ambitions of his life was to see
the northern end of the park fringed with
recreation grounds. Those iecrealion
gxrounds [ave been started. There are al-
ready in that vicinity a bowling and cro-
rguet green, a tennis court, anld the High
School cricket ground, and in nmy opinion
a very desirable addition would be the
sports ground of the 'University. But to

take the University and court failure, to
shut it off frIom] thel working classes of this
community by placing it at the site at
Crawley is injudicious in the extremer
and not in the best interests of time State
or (of its chief educational institution. I
like, as little as anybody, the idea of des-
troying the inviolability of King's Park,
but I would sacrifice my prejudices in that
respect ill order that the University of
Western Australia aight occupy a posi-
lion fitted for it, and fititd for the pub-
lic of Western Australia. I deprecate with
all the power at my commnand the fact
(lint the interests of this inlstitution, are-
being sacrificed to the experimental frenzy
of the Government; and, further, I am
sorry that the constitution of that august
body, the Senate of the University, has
lent itself to this. After all that Senate
has characteristics about it wvhich are, to,
say the least of it, unusual in university
senates. We find in that Senate that
the Goverunmetit is fairly well represented-
We find two l~inisters in the Senate. We
find secondly that that institution which is
knowvn as the Trades Hall has also two
representatives in the Senate. So there we,
get a solid little body of four prepared
to carry out whatever the Government
may wish. It is unusual in university
senpates to find political opiniont repre-
sented, but I presume the Trades H1all re-
presentatives have replaced in the Senate
his Lordship, the Bishop of Perth, whose
great services to the University movement
in this State entitled him to havo it for-
gotten that he is a churchman, and the
fle Government Astronomer in Western
Australia, t han whom no more unosten-
tations worker in the university movement
existed. We find that two gentlemen like
these, who are obviously fitted' for seats
on that particular body, have been passed.
over in order that two representatives of
the Trades Hall might be selected. I have
nothing- to say personally against Mr.
Somerville or Air. Burrowes, but as mem-
bers of a university senate surely they
are somewhat out of place when we have
such a rich choice as those two gentlemen
T have alluded to to select in their stead?

Hon. 'V. Hamersley: Who represents
the secondary schools?
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Hon. W1. KlNGSMILL: So far as I
lcnow no one represents them; hut, apart
from that, 1 think the senate of a univer-
sity should not be made a vehicle of party
feeling, and I am sorry to think that in
this connection that has occurred. 'That
is how I look at it, and I think there are
)iianvy people who have not thle Ooitotil-
nity of expressig their views who look at
it in that way. I cannot too strongly
fleprecate thme choice the University Senate
bats mnade with which the Government
have all too readily' fallen in; and in order
to show my deprecation of that action
it is liy intention to Support the mnotion,
that has been submitted hy 20r. Cullen.

Hon. A. SANDERSON (Metropolitan-
'Suburban):- I aim glad to have the oppor-
I unity of hearing Mr. Kingsmill on this
subject, because we all know lie is very
well qualified, owing to the interest he has
taken in the matter, to give an opinion onl
ii ; but when he points out his pet site- -
and J cannot help hut think he is ight-
it is clearly opposed to the site proposed
by Mr. Cullen.

*Hen. J. F. Cullen: They overlap.
*Hon. A. SANDERSON: They do not

seem to he the same sites; and my reason
for opposing the motion is that the Gov-
ernment have appointed a Senate to mam-
age the University of Western Australia,
and if these men arc niot qualified to
choose a site they must he ill-qualified to
be members of the Senate; because there
will be many important decisions they will
have to make in the near future, many of
t hem more important even than selecting
a site. Mr. Kin gsmilh has criticised the
appointment of the Senate. I think pos-
sibly a good deal may be said on that, but
T prefer to throw the responsibility for
the selection of the site on the members
of the Senate who have been specifically
aqppointed for the business.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: How can you cutre
a blunder?

Hon. A. SANDERSON : If it is
a blunder I would let these people
work out their own salvation. 'Mr. Kings-
mill's criticism against the appointment
of these men as members of the Senate
is very sound; but, later, we will have
lte appointment of the professor;, and

we shall be turning ourselves into a site-
soeledtion comumittee. This is a question
I should like to ask the mover or t1w
inotion. Let n.; assume for the moment
his motion is passed ; is it going to) have.
a3ny effort, any more than the resohlion
passed after so muich diseuvsioi -at the,
beginning of I le session on the Addrecss-
in-reply? Surely if these gentlemen are
qLualified to do anything-that is inv view
of the question, end 1 do not wish to be
offensive to anyone-it is the one subject
I should. think they are qualified to give
an opinion on. that is. the question of the
solocrjon of a site. As to their qualifications
for managing a university in this country
I prefer to give no opinion. I leave mem-
bers to form their own opinions. I have

inle, and it is nor necessary, nor- is it
advisable, to give expression to it. On
all these university questions I sincerely
truist we shall have a mninimuni of Parlia-
mentary interference, if we wishi to see
the University a suIccess. But here, at the
very beginning, on the one subject on
which tie Senate should be qualified to
give ain 'ppinion-

Hon. J. F. Cullen: And on -which 1hey
have bin dered.

H-on. A. SANKDEISON: That is the
homn, member's opinion ; it cannot be thtu
opinion of the Senate. I am inclined 1.)
agree with 11r. Kiagsmihl, if I were on tlie
selection committee, that 'Mr, Kingsnil's
selection is the host, but I have bad no
opportunity of resting it, and I am not
responsible for it, and, therefore, I have
not taken any further interest in the mat-
ter. But surely Mr. Cullen, after the
speeh of his own supporter on the ques-
tion of the site, c.an hardly expect the
House to Pass this motion. If it means
nothing, if it is to have no effect, I scarcely
wish to waste the time of hon. members;
I am quite indifferent as to which way it
goes; hnt if it is going- to have effect,
surely it means that the Concil is going-
to take charge of the Univ~rsity, and on
any matter which comes up, on which any
member thinks there is a blunder made,
we can pass a motion which is practically
a vote of censure on the Senate, I am
interested in this question of the TUniver-
sity from an outside point of view, and I
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do not wish to do anything in the way of
criticism of the very difficult task these
gentlemen have before them. I do not
wish to criticise them or even refer to my
opinion on the matter of the management
of the University or their fitness to be in
the position; T, prefer, rather, as they
have been selected, to leave them there.
If it was a question of the election of
members of tihe Senate, if members of the
House had the opportunity of discussing
tile appointment, or as to how this up-
lpoinhuent should be made, 1 would cer-
tainly take a treat interest in the sub-
ject and do my best to see that truly
representative men were appointed-I will
not sa~y representative men, I will say
men well suited for the task they have, a
most difficult and delicate task. It was
only the other day that by chance I was
reading the history of the commencement
of the University of Sydney in the time
of Wentworth and Robert Lowe. It was
news to me that the appointment of the
members and the debate on that occasion
resulted in a challenge to a duet, so bitter
was the feeling in connection with the
establishment of that University* and the
restrictions that were proposed hy Mr.
Lowe. In this case, however, we are not
able to refer to or deal with the appoint-
inent of the members of the Senate. We
have had no opportunity or voice in the
matter. I do not wish to enibarass the
members of the Senate, or to criticise
I hem in any way in their difficult work,
or to criticise their fitness for undertaking
that work.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: But that is open to
cure as time goes on; there will be r~e-
appointments and elections later on.

Hon. A. SANDER SON: I do not wish
lo go into a long discussion on the estab-
lishment of the University here, hut I
think it will be found very difficult in
numerous ways for the Senate, apart from
ihe State altogether, to undo mistakes in
administration. Let me put it in this way.
The traditions of the University will be
built up to a large extent by the present
Senate, and the members who are there
at the beginning. If the Senate is not
competent to deal with the establishment
of a University let us have a definite

resolution that we should have a new
Senate under a new system altogether;
but I cannot get away from the faet that,
apart from the University business alto-
gether, the question of finding a site for
the University is not a question calling
for any great experience in academic or
university matters. It is one of thoe
questions which I would be even quite
content to leave to any section of mem-
hers of the House; because if they had
the opportunity for making a Ithorough in-
quiry into the matter, the chances are that
they would arrive at a sound conclusion
on the question of the site. Therefore, for
that reason, that members of the Senatte
have made their decision, and partly be-
cause I think it would he moist inadvisable-
and a very had precedent to say that this
louse should interfere in University mnat-
ters more than is necessary, and partly
because I think that if we pass this mnotion
it will have no effect, I trust the Council
will reject it.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH (East) : My
only object in rising to speak to this
inotion is to endorse and emphasise the
point brought forward by Mr. Ringsmill.
We have heard something, and probably
in the course of this debate we shall hear
a good deal more, against the principle
of taking away public reserves and the
pleasure resorts of the people; but fat-
lowing on Mr. Kingsaill, I want to point
out exactly whet has happened in this

present case. A few months ago we had
in a certain spot some land set apart as
a university endowment. We had ill
another spot a pleasure resort of the-
people. Crawley Park. It is quite true
that was not classed as a Class A re-
serve, but it was generally understood it
was a public reserve, that it was a plea-
sure resort of the people. I -repeat we
had on one hand a pleasure resort of the
people, and on the other hand university
endowment lands. Now. what have we
done? We have made an exchange. We
still have our university endowment lands,
in a different place. hut the pleasure re-
sort of the people has gone. Tunsteadt~ of
the pleasure resort of the people we have
a certain area of land set apart for the
purpose of erecting workers' home-s to he
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used by one section of the people only.
1 would like to point out exactly why it
has been found necessary to do this. I
do not think I am departing fromi the
spirit and intention of the motion in mren-
tioning the fact that during last session
an Act was passed providing for the
erection of these workers' homes. One
feature of that Act was that the board
appointed under the measure should bor-
row their money at 4 per cent.-obviously
they could not borrow at lesa; indeed it
might happen that they -would liavc V'
pay more-and then, in the case of larnd
purchased by the hoard for the erection
of workers' homes, the board should
charge those who took tip the land on
leasehold only 3 per cent, on the value of
the land. That meant that without making
anly allowaiice whatever for olperalting ex-
penses there would be a clear loss of I per
cent, per annumn. Tire hoard were thus
faced with the position that it was nOt a1
businesslike proposition, and the only way
they could carry on the scheme was to
gret some land for nothing. Conse-
quently they wrote to all the municipali-
ties in the larger towns, deliberately aisk-
ing those municipalities to surrender their
reserves or other lands that had been
granted them for municipal purposes.
Only very few of them were foolish
enough to (10 it, but the hoard realised
that it was only by getting the pub-
lie reserves or other land for nothing
that they could carry this scheme
into operation. The answer to a ques-
tion which I put to the leader of the
House some weeks ago revealed the fact
that the hoard have no time whatever
for the applicant who wants money to
build on freehold.

The Colonial Secretary: That is not
correct.

Hon. H. P. GOLEBATCH: At alt
events, during the whole time the mea-
sure has been in operation. the board have
advanced only some £300 to freehold
applicants, anid only about four applica-
tions out of a total of 60 under this part
of the Act have been granted. They may
have done better since. hut that was4 the
answer I received to air question.

Ron. J. E. Dodd (Honorary Minister) :
On a point of order: has this anything
to do with the motion uinder discussion?

The PRESIDENT: I think the hon.
mnember is in order. He is showing the
relation between Crawley Park and the
endowment property.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: I am
simply endeavouring to show what has
happened, because I really do not think
mnembhers of the House, and people of
the country generally, fully realise what
is taking place. I am firmly of opinion
that had it been that from an industrial
point of view Crawley Park -was a suit-
able place for the erection of workers'
homes, the Government would not have
dared to turn it to that purpose, for the
people would at once have said, "What
i-ight have you to take away this pleasure
r-esort, 'which is the property of the whole
people, in order that you may build upon
it workers' homes for one section of the
people, and charge the occupants thereof
only three per cent., or one per cent. less
than the current value of money in the
State"? The public would have been in-
dignant; they would have said "No,
it is not right. The scheme may he a
good one, but the people who occupy
these homes should pay a fair value for
them. They must not expect that the
p)ublic pleasure resorts should be aban-
doned in order that they might get the
use of them for soidething less than they
are actually worth," Therefore I say if
Crawley Park had been a suitable place
for the erection of workers' homes the
Government would not have dared to turn
it to that purpose; they would have feared
the opinion of the people. The people
would have said. "If you want land for
workers' homes you munst seculre it iii the
usuial way, and make the people for
whom it is intended pay a reasonable rate
of interest for it." But what they would
not have dared to do directly they have
done indirectly. We had land set apart
for university endowmient. We had also
Cirawlev Park, a Public pleasure resort.
sTill have changed the two round. We

silhave land set apart for nuiversii 'v
endowment, but our pleasure resort hag
vanished. Tnstead we have certain land
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which the Government intend to use for
the purpose of workers' homes, and for
which they are going to charge the occu-
pants three per cent., making the State
pay the balance of one per cent. or
mhore.

Bon. .1. F. Cullen : Crawley was never
dedicated to pleasure.

Hon. H. 1P. COLEBATCH: I men-
lioned at the outset that although this
Crawley reserve was not a Class A re-
serve, it was definitely understood by
everybody at the time it was purchased
(hat it wvas intended as a public pleasure
resort. I know of no place, not excluding
King's Park, more admirably suited for
he purpose. I know of no action on the

part of any Government which was more
welcome than the purchase of Crawley;
because the public realised that it was anl
ideal pleasure resort, and would bbe ex-
tensively uised onl all holiday occasions.
I cannot support the motion as worded,
because I do not know any part of
King's Pin-k which can be suitably used
for the purpose of a university. As Sir
Winthrop Hackett mentioned, the site at
the corner overlooking the river wvould be
an ideal one, hut no edifice raised by
human hands could represent other than
an act of vandalism on a spot like that.
It must be protected for the people. I
do hope that other members, who will in-
evitably tefl us what a wicked thing it is
to take away the public p~arks of The
people, will realise exactly what haqs been
done.

On motion by Hon. R?. G. Ardaigh de-
bate adjourned.

BILL--LANDLORD AND TENANT.
Second Reading post poned.

Order of the flay for seeond reading
i rad.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY moved-
That the Order of the Day be post-

poned till the next sitting of the House.
The PRESTIJNT: I think the leader

of the House has charge of the busi-
uess.

Ron. J. D. CONNOLLY: I am not
interfering with the leader of the Rouse.

This is Mr. Moss's Bill, and I have moved
the motion at his request.

The PRESIDENT: I thought it was
a Government Bill.

Question put and passed.

ADJOURNMfENT-SPECIAL.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

J. M. Drew) moved-
That the House at its rising adjourn

fintil Tuesday, 10th September.
Motion passed.

1louse adjourned at 8.54 p.m.

legislative Eosenip.
Wednesday, 4th September, 1912.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read provers.

QUESTION-STATE HOTEL, DWEL-
T. N G UP, APPOINTMENT OF
MANAGER.

irr. O'LOOHLEN asked the Premier;
1.Has his attention been drawn to a re-

port in yesterday's West Australian of a
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